From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Knotek, William <lknotek@mt.gov>
Friday, October 21, 2016 10:25 AM
Schick, Jon; Schock, Larry; Storer, Robert; Kenning, Jon; Ferree, Jonathan;
'tklietz@co.missoula.mt.us'; 'mike_mcgrath@fws.gov';
nathan.j.green@usace.army.mil
Harmon, Dan; Erik Dickson (edickson@missoulacounty.us)
RE: South Avenue Bridge Project, Missoula County // Request for comment

Jon and ErikIn summary, FWP feels strongly that the Maclay bridge should be removed and a naturalized crosssection should be re-established at that location on the Bitterroot River.
In the overall plan, removal of the Maclay Bridge and piers, removal of the channel constriction,
restoration of riparian areas/stream banks, and public access provisions were major considerations in
how we view the overall project involving both bridge locations. These activities, in part, mitigate for
impacts of installing a new bridge through a largely intact riparian corridor and installation of new piers
in the active river channel.
Should the existing bridge be left in place, the project proponents should be prepared to provide
justification and commensurate mitigation for the overall project.
W. Ladd Knotek
Fisheries Management Biologist
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
3201 Spurgin Road
Missoula, MT 59804
(406) 542-5506
lknotek@mt.gov

From: Schick, Jon [mailto:Jon.Schick@hdrinc.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 2:30 PM
To: Knotek, William; Schock, Larry; Storer, Robert; Kenning, Jon; Ferree, Jonathan;
'tklietz@co.missoula.mt.us'; 'mike_mcgrath@fws.gov'; nathan.j.green@usace.army.mil
Cc: Harmon, Dan; Erik Dickson (edickson@missoulacounty.us)
Subject: South Avenue Bridge Project, Missoula County // Request for comment
Greetings—
The purpose of this email is to follow up on the South Avenue Bridge Project in Missoula County to
discuss potential environmental and regulatory permitting implications associated with a scenario in which
the new South Avenue Bridge is constructed AND the existing Maclay Bridge remains in place.
Agency input was gathered at our August 18th, 2016 Preliminary Resource Agency Meeting regarding the
scope of the proposed project. The scope of the project has not changed: Missoula County intends to
construct the new South Avenue Bridge and remove the existing Maclay Bridge. Missoula County has
determined that rehabilitation of the existing Maclay Bridge is not a feasible solution to improving the
long-term operational characteristics and safety of a bridge crossing in this location.
Removal of Maclay Bridge would result in an adverse effect to the National Register of Historic Placeseligible Maclay Bridge. Through stipulations within the Programmatic Agreement among FHWA, MDT,

ACHP, the Montana SHPO for undertakings involving historic bridges under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, MDT will initiate a bridge adoption process to find potential new locations, uses,
and/or owners for the historic Maclay Bridge. There is preservation in place provision that will be
considered during the Section 106 process whereby, should ownership, maintenance costs and liability of
the existing Maclay Bridge be transferred to a 3rd party, the Maclay Bridge could potentially remain in
place.
Missoula County requests your comment on this scenario as it relates to environmental concerns and
implications toward permitting the new South Avenue Bridge:
1. Does your agency feel strongly one way or the other that the existing Maclay Bridge be removed
if a new bridge at South Avenue is constructed?
2. If the existing Maclay Bridge were to remain in-place, what additional concerns or stipulations
should be anticipated in designing and permitting a new bridge at the location currently
proposed?
Written comments should be directed to the Missoula County Project Manager, Erik Dickson at 6089
Training Drive, Missoula, MT 59808, or via email at edickson@missoulacounty.us. Please provide
comment by November 4, 2016.
Thank you.
Respectfully,
Jon Schick
Environmental Planner
HDR
700 SW Higgins Avenue, Suite 200
Missoula, MT 59803-1489
D 406.532.2231 M 406.532.2200
jon.schick@hdrinc.com
hdrinc.com/follow-us

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Green, Nathan J NWO <Nathan.J.Green@usace.army.mil>
Tuesday, October 25, 2016 9:57 AM
Schick, Jon; 'lknotek@mt.gov'; 'lschock@mt.gov'; 'rstorer@mt.gov';
'JKenning@mt.gov'; 'jferree@mt.gov'; 'tklietz@co.missoula.mt.us';
'mike_mcgrath@fws.gov'
Harmon, Dan; Erik Dickson (edickson@missoulacounty.us)
RE: South Avenue Bridge Project, Missoula County // Request for comment
(UNCLASSIFIED)

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
Jon,
If it is determined that compensatory mitigation would be required for the construction of the new bridge,
removal of the existing bridge could be considered as part of a compensatory mitigation plan. However,
as it currently stands, we would view the construction of the new bridge and the removal of the existing
bridge as two single and complete projects, not dependent upon each other. A 404 permit would be
required to evaluate direct and cumulative effects of each project and determine the appropriate
permitting avenue for each one separately.
Sincerely,
Nathan Green
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District Missoula Regulatory Office
1600 North Avenue West, Suite 105
Missoula, Montana 59801-5500
(406) 541-4845 x322

-----Original Message----From: Schick, Jon [mailto:Jon.Schick@hdrinc.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 2:30 PM
To: 'lknotek@mt.gov' <lknotek@mt.gov>; 'lschock@mt.gov' <lschock@mt.gov>; 'rstorer@mt.gov'
<rstorer@mt.gov>; 'JKenning@mt.gov' <JKenning@mt.gov>; 'jferree@mt.gov' <jferree@mt.gov>;
'tklietz@co.missoula.mt.us' <tklietz@co.missoula.mt.us>; 'mike_mcgrath@fws.gov'
<mike_mcgrath@fws.gov>; Green, Nathan J NWO <Nathan.J.Green@usace.army.mil>
Cc: Harmon, Dan <Dan.Harmon@hdrinc.com>; Erik Dickson (edickson@missoulacounty.us)
<edickson@missoulacounty.us>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] South Avenue Bridge Project, Missoula County // Request for comment
GreetingsThe purpose of this email is to follow up on the South Avenue Bridge Project in Missoula County to
discuss potential environmental and regulatory permitting implications associated with a scenario in which
the new South Avenue Bridge is constructed AND the existing Maclay Bridge remains in place.

Agency input was gathered at our August 18th, 2016 Preliminary Resource Agency Meeting regarding the
scope of the proposed project. The scope of the project has not changed: Missoula County intends to
construct the new South Avenue Bridge and remove the existing Maclay Bridge. Missoula County has
determined that rehabilitation of the existing Maclay Bridge is not a feasible solution to improving the
long-term operational characteristics and safety of a bridge crossing in this location.

Removal of Maclay Bridge would result in an adverse effect to the National Register of Historic Placeseligible Maclay Bridge. Through stipulations within the Programmatic Agreement among FHWA, MDT,
ACHP, the Montana SHPO for undertakings involving historic bridges under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, MDT will initiate a bridge adoption process to find potential new locations, uses,
and/or owners for the historic Maclay Bridge. There is preservation in place provision that will be
considered during the Section 106 process whereby, should ownership, maintenance costs and liability of
the existing Maclay Bridge be transferred to a 3rd party, the Maclay Bridge could potentially remain in
place.

Missoula County requests your comment on this scenario as it relates to environmental concerns and
implications toward permitting the new South Avenue Bridge:
1.
Does your agency feel strongly one way or the other that the existing Maclay Bridge be removed
if a new bridge at South Avenue is constructed?
2.
If the existing Maclay Bridge were to remain in-place, what additional concerns or stipulations
should be anticipated in designing and permitting a new bridge at the location currently proposed?

Written comments should be directed to the Missoula County Project Manager, Erik Dickson at 6089
Training Drive, Missoula, MT 59808, or via email at edickson@missoulacounty.us
<mailto:edickson@missoulacounty.us> . Please provide comment by November 4, 2016.
Thank you.

Respectfully,

Jon Schick
Environmental Planner
HDR
700 SW Higgins Avenue, Suite 200
Missoula, MT 59803-1489
D 406.532.2231 M 406.532.2200
jon.schick@hdrinc.com
hdrinc.com/follow-us <Blockedhttp://hdrinc.com/follow-us>

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Storer, Robert <rstorer@mt.gov>
Monday, October 31, 2016 4:10 PM
edickson@missoulacounty.us
Schick, Jon; Hollenbeck, Christie; Hansen, Jonathan
RE: South Avenue Bridge Project, Missoula County // Request for comment

DNRC perspective: The new bridge would need an easement, the old bridge would need a LUL for
removal.
We believe the old bridge is not legally sited and as such would also need additional authorization if left
in place.
From: Schick, Jon [mailto:Jon.Schick@hdrinc.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 2:30 PM
To: Knotek, William; Schock, Larry; Storer, Robert; Kenning, Jon; Ferree, Jonathan;
'tklietz@co.missoula.mt.us'; 'mike_mcgrath@fws.gov'; nathan.j.green@usace.army.mil
Cc: Harmon, Dan; Erik Dickson (edickson@missoulacounty.us)
Subject: South Avenue Bridge Project, Missoula County // Request for comment
Greetings—
The purpose of this email is to follow up on the South Avenue Bridge Project in Missoula County to
discuss potential environmental and regulatory permitting implications associated with a scenario in which
the new South Avenue Bridge is constructed AND the existing Maclay Bridge remains in place.
Agency input was gathered at our August 18th, 2016 Preliminary Resource Agency Meeting regarding the
scope of the proposed project. The scope of the project has not changed: Missoula County intends to
construct the new South Avenue Bridge and remove the existing Maclay Bridge. Missoula County has
determined that rehabilitation of the existing Maclay Bridge is not a feasible solution to improving the
long-term operational characteristics and safety of a bridge crossing in this location.
Removal of Maclay Bridge would result in an adverse effect to the National Register of Historic Placeseligible Maclay Bridge. Through stipulations within the Programmatic Agreement among FHWA, MDT,
ACHP, the Montana SHPO for undertakings involving historic bridges under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, MDT will initiate a bridge adoption process to find potential new locations, uses,
and/or owners for the historic Maclay Bridge. There is preservation in place provision that will be
considered during the Section 106 process whereby, should ownership, maintenance costs and liability of
the existing Maclay Bridge be transferred to a 3rd party, the Maclay Bridge could potentially remain in
place.
Missoula County requests your comment on this scenario as it relates to environmental concerns and
implications toward permitting the new South Avenue Bridge:
1. Does your agency feel strongly one way or the other that the existing Maclay Bridge be removed
if a new bridge at South Avenue is constructed?
2. If the existing Maclay Bridge were to remain in-place, what additional concerns or stipulations
should be anticipated in designing and permitting a new bridge at the location currently
proposed?
Written comments should be directed to the Missoula County Project Manager, Erik Dickson at 6089
Training Drive, Missoula, MT 59808, or via email at edickson@missoulacounty.us. Please provide
comment by November 4, 2016.
Thank you.
Respectfully,

Jon Schick
Environmental Planner
HDR
700 SW Higgins Avenue, Suite 200
Missoula, MT 59803-1489
D 406.532.2231 M 406.532.2200
jon.schick@hdrinc.com
hdrinc.com/follow-us

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

McGrath, Mike <mike_mcgrath@fws.gov>
Tuesday, November 01, 2016 10:40 AM
Erik Dickson (edickson@missoulacounty.us); Schick, Jon
lknotek@mt.gov
Re: South Avenue Bridge Project, Missoula County // Request for
comment

Erik and Jon,
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) agrees with Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks, and we feel strongly that the Maclay Bridge should be removed and a
naturalized cross-section be re-established on the Bitterroot River to partially
offset effects from installation of a new bridge at the end of South
Avenue. Additionally, the Service recommends removal of the channel constriction
on the west bank of the river associated with the Maclay Bridge, as this may
alleviate some of the bank erosion problems occurring further downstream.
Mike

Mike McGrath
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
USFWS Montana ES Field Office
585 Shepard Way, Suite 1
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-5225 ext. 201
www.fws.gov/montanafieldoffice

On Wed, Oct 19, 2016 at 2:30 PM, Schick, Jon <Jon.Schick@hdrinc.com> wrote:
Greetings—
The purpose of this email is to follow up on the South Avenue Bridge Project in Missoula County to
discuss potential environmental and regulatory permitting implications associated with a scenario in which
the new South Avenue Bridge is constructed AND the existing Maclay Bridge remains in place.

Agency input was gathered at our August 18th, 2016 Preliminary Resource Agency Meeting regarding the
scope of the proposed project. The scope of the project has not changed: Missoula County intends to
construct the new South Avenue Bridge and remove the existing Maclay Bridge. Missoula County has
determined that rehabilitation of the existing Maclay Bridge is not a feasible solution to improving the
long-term operational characteristics and safety of a bridge crossing in this location.

Removal of Maclay Bridge would result in an adverse effect to the National Register of Historic Placeseligible Maclay Bridge. Through stipulations within the Programmatic Agreement among FHWA, MDT,
ACHP, the Montana SHPO for undertakings involving historic bridges under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, MDT will initiate a bridge adoption process to find potential new locations, uses,
and/or owners for the historic Maclay Bridge. There is preservation in place provision that will be
considered during the Section 106 process whereby, should ownership, maintenance costs and liability of
the existing Maclay Bridge be transferred to a 3rd party, the Maclay Bridge could potentially remain in
place.

Missoula County requests your comment on this scenario as it relates to environmental concerns and
implications toward permitting the new South Avenue Bridge:

1. Does your agency feel strongly one way or the other that the existing Maclay Bridge be removed
if a new bridge at South Avenue is constructed?

2. If the existing Maclay Bridge were to remain in-place, what additional concerns or stipulations
should be anticipated in designing and permitting a new bridge at the location currently
proposed?

Written comments should be directed to the Missoula County Project Manager, Erik Dickson at 6089
Training Drive, Missoula, MT 59808, or via email at edickson@missoulacounty.us. Please provide
comment by November 4, 2016.
Thank you.

Respectfully,

Jon Schick
Environmental Planner
HDR
700 SW Higgins Avenue, Suite 200

Missoula, MT 59803-1489
D 406.532.2231 M 406.532.2200
jon.schick@hdrinc.com
hdrinc.com/follow-us

